
3 credit hours 
rev. February 22, 2022 

HONORS 122.4 

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES II1 

La Salle University – Spring 2022 

General Information 

Instructor  Class Meetings 

Jonathan W. Wilson, Ph.D. Tues. and Thurs., 3:30-4:45 p.m. 
wilsonjw@lasalle.edu  

History Department Open Office Hours for Students 

Hayman Hall 341  
Tues. and Thurs., 5:00-6:00 p.m. 

Required Books—Obtain Both2 

Carter and Warren, Forging the Modern World, 2nd ed. (Oxford, 2019): $25-55 
 ISBN 9780190901899  
Pojmann, Reeves-Ellington, and Mahar, Doing History (Oxford, 2016): $18-40 

ISBN 9780199939817 

Recommended for Writing Reference3 

Bullock, Brody, and Weinberg, The Little Seagull Handbook, 3rd ed. 
(Norton, 2017): $26 

ISBN 9780393602630 

Course Purpose 

As part of the university’s Honors Triple, Historical Perspectives is 
designed to explore contexts for your first-year literature and philosophy courses, revealing 
some of the real-world meanings of the intellectual traditions that shape La Salle University 
today.  

During this second semester, we will broaden our focus, moving beyond the Mediterranean 
region. You will study the nature of the “modern” world, including global trade systems and 
empires; experiences of and responses to colonialism; major wars and other conflicts; 

1 For obscure institutional reasons, this course may be listed in some current directories under another name, implying 
that it is a course in “the western heritage.” For us, however, this is a course in world history. 

2 Both required textbooks should be purchased or rented immediately because you will use them throughout the semester. 
Used, rented, or e-book copies are fine. Sharing copies may also be fine. 

3 The Little Seagull Handbook is a comprehensive guide for all kinds of student writing, including research papers. It covers 
all stages of the writing process, from developing ideas to making final revisions. It is not required in this course, but 
many students will find it helpful. (A newer edition is available.)    

mailto:wilsonjw@lasalle.edu
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/forging-the-modern-world-9780190901899
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/forging-the-modern-world-9780190901899
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/doing-history-9780199939817
https://wwnorton.com/books/9780393877939
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/doing-history-9780199939817
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/forging-the-modern-world-9780190901899
https://wwnorton.com/books/9780393877939
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ideologies and revolutions; and emerging technological and environmental challenges.4 You 
will also engage in original research, conducting a historical investigation of your own. 
Indeed, you may find it useful to think of this as a college writing course as well as a history 
course. 

Both aspects of the course will help you learn and practice complex skills necessary for 
analyzing human behavior over time and across cultural boundaries—skills you are likely 
to use later in many situations.5  

Learning Objectives 

This course addresses one of the university’s institutional learning outcomes, ILO 5: 
information literacy. According to the American Library Association, information literacy is 
the capacity both “to recognize when information is needed” and “to locate, evaluate, and use 
effectively the needed information.”6 You will learn principles of academic research and 
reflect on the nature of scholarly knowledge throughout the course, and you will put 
understanding into practice with an original investigative project. 

This course is also designed to promote six interrelated student learning outcomes (SLOs) 
identified by the history department: 

1. Students will identify those significant events, persons, institutions, and processes 
which have shaped western [and world] history since the seventeenth century. 

2. Students will carefully and critically read, analyze, and discuss a variety of historical 
sources. 

3. Students will learn to think historically, asking questions of the past and developing 
research methodologies to answer them. 

4. Students will conduct independent historical research using both primary and 
secondary sources. 

5. Students will develop peer-review skills. 
6. Students will develop clear expository and analytical writing skills in a research paper. 

Lasallian Philosophy of Education 

In the 1680s in northeastern France, a Catholic priest named Jean-Baptiste de La Salle 
established the Institute of the Brothers of the Christian Schools to undertake work far 
removed from his elite upbringing: the lowly occupation of running schools for working-
class and poor children. The men of La Salle’s order were following the example already set 
by a community of women, the Sisters of the Holy Child Jesus.7  

 
4 This text is adapted from a revised Honors 122 course description the honors faculty have submitted to the university for 
approval. If the proposal is approved without changes, this course will be called “Modern Societies and Their Legacies” 
in Spring 2023. 

5 In a pamphlet published by the American Historical Association, the world historian Peter N. Stearns identifies several 
uses for historical study beyond merely acquiring information. They include developing our sense of morality, refining 
our identities, becoming better citizens, learning how to evaluate evidence and assess conflicting viewpoints, and 
developing skills as researchers and communicators that are valuable in many different kinds of careers. “Why Study 
History?” (Washington, D.C.: American Historical Association, 1998). 

6 American Library Association, final report of the Presidential Committee on Information Literacy (Jan. 10, 1989). 

7 Luke Salm, John Baptist de La Salle: The Formative Years (Romeoville, Ill.: Lasallian Publications, 1989), 114-127; and 
Léon Lauraire, The Conduct of Schools: Pedagogical Approach, trans. Allan Geppert (Rome: Maison Saint Jean-Baptiste de 
La Salle, 2006), 19-48. Unlike the members of many other Catholic men’s orders, the Lasallian Brothers were (and are) 

https://wa3.lasalle.edu/channels/docs/get.php?id=1644&
https://www.historians.org/about-aha-and-membership/aha-history-and-archives/historical-archives/why-study-history-(1998)
https://www.historians.org/about-aha-and-membership/aha-history-and-archives/historical-archives/why-study-history-(1998)
https://www.ala.org/acrl/publications/whitepapers/presidential
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The seventeenth century was an age of general crisis in much of the world. As economic life 
changed, European children needed new ways to obtain a basic education. Moreover, in 
1685, the Catholic king of France revoked religious toleration for Protestants, closing their 
schools and forcing hundreds of thousands of people into exile. In that turbulent age, 

Lasallian education represented, among other things, an attempt to 
reinforce Catholic religious authority and control potentially rebellious 
elements in French society.8  

Today, both France and the United States are different. The secular state 
provides free basic education. Most Catholics understand their faith in less 
authoritarian terms than their ancestors did, believing that every 
individual has a right to freedom of conscience.9 Tuition at La Salle 
University, unfortunately, now also costs a lot of money.  

But the Brothers’ mission, as they continue to sponsor about one thousand 
educational institutions around the world, is still to provide “a human and 
Christian education” to the poor—and to enlist the rich as partners. As 
their rule says, the Brothers seek common ground among people from all 
religious traditions in advancing “human dignity, solidarity among all 
human beings, and the integral development of the individual.”10  

Lasallian education, at its best, thus remains distinctively purposeful and sacrificial. It 
proposes that higher education should reach deep into each person, bridge social divisions, 
and promote social justice in ways that go beyond what may be appropriate in a secular 
academic setting.  

Academic Freedom 

Scholars, including undergraduate students, have the right to engage in controversial 
research and critical discussion. The most important declaration of this right, from the 
American Association of University Professors (AAUP) and the Association of American 
Colleges and Universities (AAC&U), explains that “the common good depends upon the free 
search for truth.”11 For Catholic institutions like La Salle University, the principle of 
academic freedom is enshrined in Ex corde Ecclesiae, an apostolic constitution issued by Pope 
John Paul II. It promotes the “free search for the whole truth” in an attitude of “mutual 

 
forbidden to join the priesthood. They should not be confused with another teaching order, the Congregation of Christian 
Brothers, which was established in Ireland in 1802. 

8 Léon Lauraire, The Conduct of Schools: A Contextual Approach, trans. Leonard Marsh (Rome: Maison Saint Jean-Baptiste 
de La Salle, 2008), 59-220; and Pedro María Gil and Diego Muñoz, eds., That Your School Runs Well: Approach to Lasallian 
Educational Model, Lasallian Studies no. 17 (Rome: International Council of Lasallian Research and Resources, 2013), 
various essays. 

9 In the words of the Second Vatican Council, “the human person has a right to religious freedom,” meaning that everyone 
should be “immune from coercion on the part of individuals or of social groups and of any human power, in such wise that 
no one is to be forced to act in a manner contrary to his own beliefs, whether privately or publicly, whether alone or in 
association with others.” Dignitatis humanae, Dec. 7, 1965.  

10 Forty-fifth General Conference, The Rule of the Brothers of the Christian Schools, 2015 revision, art. 3 and art. 17.2. 

11 American Association of University Professors and Association of American Colleges and Universities, “Statement of 
Principles on Academic Freedom and Tenure,” 1940. This statement has been officially endorsed by many other scholarly 
organizations in the United States, including the American Historical Association. 

Early dress of the order, from 
an illustration published in 
1719 (Lasallian Images and 
Resources Collection) 

http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decl_19651207_dignitatis-humanae_en.html
http://www.lasalle.org/en/resources/publications/rule
http://www.lasalle.org/en/resources/publications/rule
https://www.aaup.org/report/1940-statement-principles-academic-freedom-and-tenure
https://www.aaup.org/report/1940-statement-principles-academic-freedom-and-tenure
https://lasallianresources.org/product/iconographie-lasallian-images-and-resources-collection-rome/
https://lasallianresources.org/product/iconographie-lasallian-images-and-resources-collection-rome/
https://lasallianresources.org/product/iconographie-lasallian-images-and-resources-collection-rome/
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respect, sincere dialogue, and protection of the rights of individuals,” including the 
individual’s right to religious freedom.12 

This form of liberty protects all of us through mutual obligations. It does not simply protect 
our ability to express our own existing opinions. It implies we also have a duty to protect 
the academic freedom (and other rights) of other students and professors, including those 
who may be more vulnerable than we are. It means we should engage in honest discussion, 
with the goal of seeking the truth together rather than confirming our own prejudices. 
Above all, it implies that we often have a duty to listen—a responsibility to examine our own 
beliefs in the light of others’ evidence, arguments, and relevant expertise.  

As another AAUP statement explains, “academic freedom rests on a paradox”: our scholarly 
disciplines are free to generate new understandings precisely because these ideas are 
“continuously tested and revised by communities of trained scholars.”13 In other words, 
critical discussion and rigorous training are both crucial to the freedom you should enjoy as 
a student at this university.  

Thus, although the concept of academic freedom is broadly applicable to the work of a 
university, it reaches its full importance when you embark on original research. You become 
responsible for drawing scholarly conclusions of your own—conclusions, not opinions, that 
stand up to scrutiny when other scholars examine your evidence, methods, and logic. 

Grading 

Your final course grade will be based on the following forms of work: 

1. Participation      20% 
2. Homework      30% 
3. Research Milepost I       5% 
4. Research Milepost II       5% 
5. Research Milepost II I      5% 
6. Research Milepost IV(a)    10% 
7. Research Milepost IV(b)      5% 
8. Final Research Project    20% 

If you consider those weights carefully, you will realize that this course 
is designed to reward two things equally: steady engagement throughout the 
semester, and improvement over time in the research project.  

It is possible to earn the following final grades in this course: A (93.00-100.00%), A- (90.00-
92.99%), B+ (87.00-89.99%), B (83.00-86.99%), B- (80.00-82.99%), C+ (77.00-79.99%), C 
(73.00-76.99%), C- (70.00-72.99%), D+ (67.00-69.99%), D (63.00-66.99%), and F (0.00-
62.99%). All the scores in the course will be treated as percentages for calculation purposes. 
For example, a score of 9 out of 10 on an assignment is equivalent to a score of 90%. 

  

 
12 John Paul II, Ex corde Ecclesiae, Aug. 15, 1990, citing the Second Vatican Council’s declaration on religious freedom, 
Dignitatis humanae, Dec. 7, 1965. 

13 American Association of University Professors, “In Defense of Knowledge and Higher Education,” Jan. 2020. 
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https://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_constitutions/documents/hf_jp-ii_apc_15081990_ex-corde-ecclesiae.html
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decl_19651207_dignitatis-humanae_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decl_19651207_dignitatis-humanae_en.html
https://www.aaup.org/report/defense-knowledge-and-higher-education
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Major Forms of Work 

Homework 

Weekly informal short writing assignments will cover the readings and other activities you 
will complete outside the classroom. Grades will be based primarily on completeness. In 
general, each assignment should be 500-750 words long. The quality may be that of a rough 
draft.  

This component of your work is designed to give you credit for studying both textbooks, 
gradually acquiring an overview of modern world history (SLO 1) and picking up core 
concepts of historical practice (SLO 3). It will also prepare you to discuss these materials in 
class and, at the same time, to increase your facility as a writer. Keeping up with the 
homework, therefore, is crucial for getting the full value from the course. 

Discussion 

Because this course emphasizes learning to conduct your own research, Honors 122 is built 
less on lectures than Honors 121 was. Active participation in class—based on completing 
the assigned reading and other homework activities—will be even more important than it 
was during the autumn.  

Research Project 

Throughout the semester, you will write an original historical essay about a topic related to 
modern world history. You will choose the topic and research question in consultation with 
the instructor (SLO 3). To make it manageable, this project will be due in several stages, 
which we are calling “mileposts.” 

During the project, you will draw on the knowledge and skills developed through the 
homework assignments to conduct independent research in both primary and secondary 
sources (SLO 2 and SLO 4). Then you will participate in a peer review process with other 
students to refine your essay before submitting the final draft (SLO 5). The finished essay 
should be 3,500 to 4,000 words long and must be presented in the form of polished formal 
academic writing (SLO 6). 

Course Policies 

Syllabus as a Contract 

This syllabus is an agreement among all of us. It is subject to reasonable change—for 
example, in the timing of assignments. But in general, we will seek a class consensus for any 
major alterations. Should any emergencies disrupt the semester, we will make a good-faith 
effort to complete the course in something close to its intended form. 

Pandemic Precautions  

I ask you to seek booster vaccination against COVID-19 (required by the university within 
30 days after you become eligible) and vaccination against seasonal influenza (if you have 
not already had a flu shot this year) unless you have a medical need for exemption.  

As the pandemic evolves, La Salle University policies are likely to change as well. Our policy 
(as of February 22, 2022) is to hold classes in person but wear face masks while indoors until 
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further notice. The university now recommends that you wear surgical masks or KN95 
respirators, when possible, though cloth masks are still acceptable.14  

Please monitor your health daily. Whenever you develop symptoms of any respiratory 
infection, or any other symptoms associated with COVID-19, stay home and submit 
information about your symptoms using La Salle’s  so that 
campus health officials can follow up with you. Additional guidance is available at 
www.lasalle.edu/covid-19. When you have any questions, email  

Attendance Expectations 

For obvious reasons, you are expected to attend class. However, for most students, up to 
four absences during the semester, for any cause, are entirely reasonable. You are a 
responsible adult, and sometimes responsible adults have other things going on. Of course, 
you must not come to class in person if you are under quarantine or isolation for COVID-19, 
or if you have potential symptoms of COVID-19 or another contagious illness. (Please 
contact me when this occurs so that we can determine whether any special participation 
options are appropriate.) 

If any physical or mental health issue, recurring family responsibility or university 
obligation, travel disruption, outbreak of civil unrest, accidental passage through a rift in 
spacetime, or other contingency requires you to miss more than a few classes, please speak 
with me about it as early as you can.  

Late Work 

Written work may be turned in late. However, because you will need to stay on track 
throughout the semester to succeed in the course, writing assignments turned in late may 
be penalized one half of a letter grade, i.e., five percentage points. (All course work, including 
any late work, must be completed by the end of finals week so that it can be included in your 
course grade.)  

Email 

Canvas and your lasalle.edu email account are the primary ways we will communicate 
outside of class. Please plan ahead so that I will have sufficient time (at least 48 hours, except 
in emergencies) to respond to messages.  

Electronics in Class 

To avoid distractions that hinder class discussions, I recommend that you avoid using 
laptops, tablets, or other electronic devices in class. However, your needs may vary. The 
you-are-a-responsible-adult principle applies here. There is one hard rule: To protect other 
students’ privacy and freedom of discussion, photography and electronic recording are 
prohibited unless you have a documented educational need.15 

 
14 Unfortunately, counterfeit KN95 respirators are a widespread problem. To order authentic respirators online, avoid 
Amazon. I will be happy to recommend some alternative sources. KF94 respirators (made in South Korea) are more likely 
to be authentic than KN95s. 

15 Unlike most states, Pennsylvania has a “two-party consent” law, meaning it is generally illegal here to secretly record a 
conversation that other participants reasonably expect to be private.  

http://www.lasalle.edu/covid-19
https://goldsteinmehta.com/blog/pa-wiretap-act
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Additional Privacy Rules 

To protect your privacy, I will never discuss specific grades by email, and I will not discuss 
your educational records with anyone else except La Salle University officials who have a 
legitimate academic need to know. The confidentiality of your records is protected by the 
federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). However, please note the 
following limit to this privacy guarantee. 

Discrimination and Sexual Misconduct 

La Salle University requires almost all employees to report any information they receive 
about sexual violence or exploitation, sexual harassment, stalking, domestic violence, or any 
form of legally prohibited discrimination. This means I cannot guarantee total 
confidentiality if you disclose such an experience; I am required to report that information 
to the campus Title IX coordinator. (“Title IX” refers to the most important federal law 
protecting students from sexual discrimination.)  

If you would like to discuss such an experience in complete confidentiality, you may speak 
with trained employees in the Student Counseling Center or the Student Health Center or 
other designated “campus confidential resources.” A list of these campus confidential 
resources, together with other useful information, is available at 

  

Academic Honesty 

Learning happens through work and requires a relationship of mutual trust with your 
collaborators. Your standing in an honors program also presupposes absolute personal 
integrity as a scholar. Therefore, plagiarism, the use of essay-writing services, or any other 
form of intentional cheating will result in a failing grade (0%) for the relevant assignment 
the first time it happens. I will also meet with the honors program director to discuss your 
future in the program. A second offense will result in an automatic failing grade for the 
course. If you have any questions about how to maintain academic honesty in your work, 
feel speak with me before the assignment is due.  

Support Services 

Academic Accommodations 

Students who would like accommodations to participate fully in campus life (for reasons that 
may include disabilities, chronic illnesses, mental health concerns, or sensory impairments) 
should speak with  (  or ), who will 
provide further information and work with you to get the personalized support you need. 
For more information about the rights you have under federal law as a college student with 
disabilities, consult the guide published by the U.S. Department of Education’s Office for 
Civil Rights: www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/transition.html. 

Peer Academic Coaching 

Peer academic coaching sessions help to strengthen crucial skills necessary for academic 
success. Session topics include time management, study strategies, reading strategies, note-
taking, test-taking, and organization. Schedule an appointment through Starfish. For more 
information, email  at  

https://www.lasalle.edu/registrar/student-records-policies/
https://www.historians.org/teaching-and-learning/teaching-resources-for-historians/plagiarism-curricular-materials-for-history-instructors/defining-plagiarism
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/transition.html
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Writing Tutors 

Formally trained tutors in the Center for Academic Achievement (Lawrence Center 409) 
assist students at all stages of the writing process. They provide feedback on organization, 
clarity, and sources, and they work with students to enhance their ability to proofread and 
edit their papers. Schedule a writing tutoring appointment through Starfish in the portal. 
Most appointments will be held in person, but some online appointments will be available. 
For online appointments, your tutor will email you a Zoom link to your live online session; 
you will reply to the email with a copy of your paper prior to your appointment. For more 
information, email  

Subject Tutors 

Tutoring is also available through the Center for Academic Achievement for students 
seeking content-based help in select courses. Subject tutoring appointments may be 
scheduled through Starfish. If you would like additional information about subject tutoring, 
contact  at  

Counseling 

Life can be complicated, and most of us find college emotionally intense even when we aren’t 
subject to a global pandemic. Workers in the Student Counseling Center (Medical Office 
Building, West Campus) can help students with a wide variety of concerns—including 
things like stress, anxiety, depression, hopelessness, loneliness, problems with identity, 
addictions, shyness, relationship difficulties, sexual issues, food and body 
image issues, family difficulties, and questions about academic or career 
development. You can request an appointment by emailing 

 or calling . 

Another option for support is the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline, which 
provides free and confidential help to people in emotional distress, 24 hours 
a day. You don’t have to be thinking about suicide to call. Dial 800-273-8255 
for help in English. For Spanish, dial 888-628-9454.  

Further Information 

Additional La Salle University policies and support resources are available through the 
Getting Help link in the course menu on Canvas. All students should familiarize themselves 
with the university’s Student Guide to Rights and Responsibilities and Academic Integrity 
Policy as the semester begins. 

 

 

  

https://www.lasalle.edu/student-life/student-counseling-center/
https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/talk-to-someone-now/
https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/talk-to-someone-now/
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Semester Schedule 

 

WEEK 1: Regathering and Reflecting 

Tues., 1/18 

Thurs., 1/20 

 HW: Short history of the pandemic (personal, local, national, global)  

 

WEEK 2: Conceptualizing History as a Practice 

Tues., 1/25  

Thurs., 1/27 

 Podcast episode on a historical topic of your choice, selected from the public 
radio program Throughline (transcripts are available for some episodes; look for 
the symbol shown at right) 

 How History Gets Things Wrong: Alex Rosenberg vs. Jonathan Wilson  
 Forging the Modern World, Introduction  

 Doing History, Part I, Chapter 1, pp. 10-11, 14-18 (what scholarly history is) 

 HW: Doing History, Part II, Chapter 1 (uses of history); and your podcast episode  

 

WEEK 3: Politics in the Early Modern World 

Tues., 2/1 

Thurs., 2/3 

 Forging the Modern World, Chapter 3 (Paradoxes of Early Modern Empire) 
 Podcast episode on a historical topic of your choice, selected from the British 

radio panel discussion program In Our Time   

 HW: Forging the Modern World, Chapter 3; and your podcast episode 

 

WEEK 4: Digging In  

Tues., 2/8  (gather at Dept. of Special Collections, second floor, Connelly Library) 

 Introduction to hands-on archival research from Heather Willever-Farr, special 
collections librarian  

Thurs., 2/10 

 Doing History, Part I, Chapter 2 (how different approaches have evolved) 
 “How ___ Does History”: Camille Bethune-Brown, Kate Shuster, Spencer 

McBride, and Naomi Rendina 

 HW: Doing History, Part II, Chapter 2 (understanding fields and subfields); and 
the historian interviews  

 Milepost I: Initial Topic, Approach, and Question  

https://www.npr.org/podcasts/510333/throughline
https://www.theverge.com/2018/10/5/17940650/how-history-gets-things-wrong-alex-rosenberg-interview-neuroscience-stories
https://contingentmagazine.org/2019/10/16/story-shaped-things/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01dh5yg
https://library.lasalle.edu/special-collections/
https://contingentmagazine.org/2020/08/04/how-camille-bethune-brown-does-history/
https://contingentmagazine.org/2020/06/30/how-kate-shuster-does-history/
https://contingentmagazine.org/2020/12/09/how-spencer-mcbride-does-history/
https://contingentmagazine.org/2020/12/09/how-spencer-mcbride-does-history/
https://contingentmagazine.org/2020/11/10/how-naomi-rendina-does-history/
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WEEK 5: Individual Conferences to Discuss Topics  

Tues., 2/15  (meet in  at appointment time) 

Thurs., 2/17  (meet in  at appointment time) 

 Doing History, Part I, Chapter 3 (what historiography is) 

 HW: Doing History, Part II, Chapter 3 (doing research in secondary sources)  

 

WEEK 6: Early Modern Economics and Imperial Reforms  

Tues., 2/22 

Thurs., 2/24 

 Forging the Modern World, Chapters 4 and 5 (Global Economy and Global War) 

 HW: Forging the Modern World, Chapters 4 and 5 

 

WEEK 7: The Age of Revolution 

Tues., 3/1 

Thurs., 3/3 

 Forging the Modern World, Chapter 6 (New Order for the Ages) 

 HW: Forging the Modern World, Chapter 6 

 Milepost II: Annotated Secondary Bibliography  

 

WEEK 8: The Industrial Age  

Tues., 3/8 

Thurs., 3/10 

 Forging the Modern World, Chapter 7 (Engines of Industrialization) 

 Doing History, Part I, Chapter 4 (finding primary sources) 

 HW: Doing History, Part II, Chapters 4 and 5 (primary sources and the 
prospectus); and Forging the Modern World, Chapter 7  

 

SPRING BREAK 

Tues., 3/15 

Thurs., 3/17 
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WEEK 9: Nineteenth-Century Modernizations  

Tues., 3/22 

Thurs., 3/24 

 Doing History, Part I, Chapter 6 (how historians write) 

 Forging the Modern World, Chapter 8 (Modernity Reorganized) 

 HW: Forging the Modern World, Chapter 8 

 Milepost III: Research Prospectus with Outline 

 

WEEK 10: The New Imperialism     

Tues., 3/29 

Thurs., 3/31 

 Forging the Modern World, Chapter 9 (Globalization and Its Discontents) 

 HW: Forging the Modern World, Chapter 9 

 

WEEK 11: Nationalism and the Great War     

Tues., 4/5 

 Class visit by James “Jay” Carter, co-author of Forging the Modern World  

Thurs., 4/7 

 Forging the Modern World, Chapter 10 (Total War and Mass Society) 

 HW: Doing History, Part II, Chapter 6 (how historians write); and Forging the 
Modern World, Chapter 10  

 

WEEK 12: The Turbulent Twentieth Century  

Tues., 4/12 

Thurs., 4/14 

 Forging the Modern World, Chapters 11 and 12 (Crisis and Decolonization) 

 HW: Forging the Modern World, Chapters 11 and 12 

 

WEEK 13: A New World Order?     

Tues., 4/19 

Thurs., 4/21 

 Forging the Modern World, Chapter 13 (The Twenty-First Century) 

 Milepost IV(a): First Full Draft  
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WEEK 14: Revising and Reflecting  

Tues., 4/26 

Thurs., 4/28 

 Milepost IV(b): Peer Review  

 

 Mon., 5/2: Pennsylvania voter registration deadline for 5/17 primary election  

 

WEEK 15: Revising and Reflecting More 

Tues., 5/3 (meet in the classroom to view a historical feature film) 

Thurs., 5/5 (meet in the classroom to finish the film and critically discuss its themes) 

 Background reading for the film (T.B.A.) 

 

FINALS WEEK  

5/9 – 5/12 

 Finish Line: Final Draft with Response to Peer Review 

 
 
 
 
 
For apart from inquiry, … individuals cannot be truly human. 
Knowledge emerges only through invention and re-invention,  
through the restless, impatient, continuing, hopeful inquiry  
human beings pursue in the world, with the world,  
and with each other. 
 

Paolo Freire  
Pedagogy of the Oppressed, 1970  

 
 
 
I would ask the reader to expect contradictions, not uniformity.  
No aspect of society, no habit, custom, movement, development,  
is without cross-currents. …  
No age is tidy or made of whole cloth. 

 
Barbara W. Tuchman  
A Distant Mirror, 1978  

https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/pedagogy-of-the-oppressed-9781501314162/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/180834/a-distant-mirror-by-barbara-w-tuchman/
https://www.pavoterservices.pa.gov/Pages/VoterRegistrationApplication.aspx



