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The pivotal events and achievements of humankind,  

stressing the period from the Enlightenment to World War I 

 

Basic Information 

 

Instructor 

Dr. Jonathan W. Wilson 

_____________________ 

 

Class Meetings 

__________________       ___ 

__________________       ___. 

 

Office Hours 

________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

 

Online Content 

__________________       ___ 

Required Books 

o James Carter and Richard Warren, Forging the 

Modern World: A History (ISBN 9780199988563) 

o Lynne Miles-Morillo and Stephen Morillo, 

Sources for Frameworks of World History: Networks, 

Hierarchies, Culture, vol. 2 (ISBN 9780199332281) 

o Barbara Freese, Coal: A Human History, revised 

and updated edition (ISBN 9780465057931) 

 

Purpose 

 

This semester, we will examine human history from the 18th century to the early 20th 

century, asking how the world became “modern.” During that time, living conditions and 

common assumptions changed fundamentally in many cultures around the globe. The story 
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of how that happened involves vast impersonal forces as well as countless choices made by 

real human beings. This is a story about freedom and willpower, but it is also about 

unintended consequences.  

 

The most important goal of this course is personal. By studying the ideas and struggles of 

people who lived in the past, you will find new ways to understand life in the world today. 

In practical terms, this involves three main factors, which are addressed by the main 

components of the coursework: 

 

o Information: Lectures, textbook readings, and quizzes. You will see an overview of world 

history, including basic concepts, value systems, and social structures. 

o Reflection: Primary source readings and homework. You will train yourself to think 

analytically and critically about how change happens in the world.  

o Communication: Homework, class discussions, and the final exam. You will improve your 

reading, writing, and speaking skills through regular practice.  

 

Key Outcomes 

 

At the end of the semester, successful students will be able to: 

 

o Describe, compare, and discuss the development of several modern belief systems; 

o Identify, describe, and explain the significance of several major modern empires, 

nation-states, and economic systems from Africa, the Americas, Asia, and Europe;   

o Analyze the causes and effects of major modern conflicts (including wars of 

imperialism, democratic and socialist revolutions, and the First World War) and 

economic transformations;  

o Discuss relationships between these topics and our contemporary world; and 

o Use primary sources to propose and justify original conclusions about human societies. 

 

Format 

 

The course is designed to mix lectures, reading, and class discussion. You will come to class 

each Tuesday or Thursday prepared to discuss all the assigned readings for that day. During 

most weeks, you will turn in one written homework exercise based on the assigned readings. 

(The homework assignments will be posted on Moodle.) At the end of each main unit, you 

will take a quiz covering all the material in that unit. At the end of the course, the final exam 

will cover the entire semester. This schedule will vary as necessary to accommodate holidays 

and other unavoidable disruptions. The schedule may also evolve slightly based on course 

needs. 
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Grading Scheme 

 

Your final course grade will be calculated automatically: 

 

o 25% (quiz average) 

o 25%  (homework average) 

o 10% (attendance) 

o 15% (discussion and other participation) 

o 25%  (final exam) 

 

Grades are not subject to negotiation and will not be rounded up. All the scores in the course 

will be converted to percentages for calculation purposes. (For example, 8 out of 10 on a quiz 

is equivalent to a score of 80%.) 

 

The final grades that may be earned in this course are A (93.00-100.00%), A- (90.00-92.99%), 

B+ (87.00-89.99%), B (83.00-86.99%), B- (80.00-82.99%), C+ (77.00-79.99%), C (73.00-

76.99%), C- (70.00-72.99%), D+ (67.00-69.99%), D (63.00-66.99%), and F (0.00-62.99%). 

 

Philosophy 

 

This course is grounded in the belief that humans—across time and space—share a common 

dignity and value. We can recognize ourselves in each other, even when we are very different 

or when we find ourselves in conflict. This is related to the core values of Marywood 

University; the course is designed to promote “the pursuit of truth, goodness, beauty, justice, 

and the common good within the context of 

the Catholic faith tradition and in dialogue 

and service with persons of diverse faiths and 

worldviews,” helping students “achieve their 

full potential to live as conscientious citizens 

in a pluralistic society.”  

 

Students in this course have a right to be 

treated with respect—by their fellow students 

as well as the professor. This means they have 

the right to disagree respectfully, as part of a common mission to seek the truth. It also 

means they have a right to expect that high standards for learning will be upheld in this 

course. This implies that hard work will be necessary; that the grading will be both 

demanding and fair; that different perspectives will be examined when possible; and that 

factual accuracy will be insisted upon. As the saying goes, we are all entitled to our own 

opinions but not our own facts. 

 

  



  4  

 

Policies 

 

Attendance 

The attendance portion of your grade will be calculated as the total number of times you 

were marked present, divided by the total number of times attendance was taken minus two. 

This means you have two free (or excused) absences for any purpose. After that, a single 

absence—for any reason—is worth a very small amount of your final course grade. However, 

if you are absent 8 or more times, you will receive an F as a final course grade on the grounds 

that you have not truly taken the course. Please note: If a university commitment, illness, 

parental responsibility, life crisis, etc., requires you to miss several classes, please speak with 

the professor about it as early as you can. At the professor’s sole discretion, substitute 

activities may be arranged to make up some attendance credit in such cases. 

 

Participation 

Beyond attending class, you are expected to take part in some active way each week. You can 

accomplish this by several methods: asking questions, answering questions, discussing the 

readings, helping other students (in a way the professor notices), coming to office hours, or 

sending the professor email when it is appropriate. If shyness or other challenges limit your 

ability to participate comfortably in the classroom, you should try to discuss the course 

material with the professor individually. This is important because active participation will 

improve your learning, not only by cementing the course material better in your mind but 

also by clarifying it. Your participation grade will be based in part on periodic self-

assessments. Please remember that all participation should be respectful, constructive, and 

thoughtful. 

 

Electronic Devices 

Research shows that students generally learn better when they take notes by hand. For this 

reason (and in order to prevent distractions), the use of laptops, tablets, or other electronic 

devices normally is not permitted in class. If you need an exception, please speak with the 

professor in advance. To protect your privacy and freedom of discussion, electronic 

recording is prohibited.  

 

Homework 

Homework must be submitted in a legible hard copy; no electronic copies will be accepted. 

Typing and printing your homework is strongly recommended. In general, homework 

assignments will consist of questions asking you to reflect on specific readings and discuss 

them in writing. The questions will be posted weekly on Moodle. Your responses do not 

need to be formal or carefully edited papers, but the writing should be thoughtful and 

reasonably clear. Your homework must be original work; all answers must be in your own 

words. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to turn in the homework early or have 

someone else turn it in for you. Assignments may be turned in up to three weeks late for a 

grade reduction of 10% per week.  
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Quizzes 

All quizzes will be administered in class on the days noted in the course schedule. You are 

expected to attend class on all quiz days. If you miss a quiz due to an illness, emergency, or other 

unavoidable absence, you may be allowed to take the quiz later only at the professor’s 

discretion. (You may be required to provide documentation of the emergency.) If you know 

you will not be able to attend class on a quiz day and would like to request a makeup quiz, 

you should try to contact the professor as early as you can. 

 

Academic Honesty 

Learning requires work. Cheating is unfair to other students and insulting to the professor; 

it also wastes your time and money by depriving you of the true value of a course. Never 

cheat on an exam, never pretend someone else’s work is your own (even by changing the 

words), and never lie about an illness or emergency. If you have any questions about 

academic honesty, speak with the professor immediately—before the assignment is due. 

After you turn in an assignment or exam, it will be too late. Plagiarism or any other form of 

cheating will result in an automatic failing grade (0%) on the assignment. A second offense 

will result in an automatic failing grade (F) for the entire course. The professor may also 

choose to report an offense to the university administration for further disciplinary action. 

 

Email 

You should check your official university email account often; the professor may use it to 

send important course announcements. All of your email communication should be courteous 

and professional. You should begin with a salutation (“Dear Dr. Wilson” or something 

similar) and end by signing your name. The professor may not respond to rude or last-

minute email. 

 

Privacy 

To protect your privacy, the professor never discusses grades by email, and he will not 

discuss your educational records with anyone else except Marywood University officials who 

have a legitimate need to know. The confidentiality of your records is protected by the 

federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). However, please note the 

following policy: 

 

Discrimination and Sexual Misconduct 

Marywood University requires your professors to report incidents that may violate the 

university’s discrimination and sexual misconduct policies—including any cases of sexual 

harassment, sexual assault, stalking, or other forms of sexually abusive behavior on campus 

or among members of the campus community—to the university’s Title IX coordinators for 

possible investigation. This policy is based on federal regulations, and it is meant to help 

protect students. If you wish to speak confidentially about something related to sexual 
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misconduct, you should speak with licensed counselors through the Counseling/Student 

Development Center instead of disclosing it to a professor. 

 

Changes to the Course 

During the semester, the professor may make reasonable changes to the course policies and 

assignments as circumstances require. When it is appropriate, he will seek student consensus 

first. Any changes he makes will not significantly increase the total workload, create major 

new burdens, or change the basic grading criteria in a way that harms students. Note, 

however, that the specific reading assignments may change at any time. 

 

Support Services 

 

Disability Accommodations 

Students who need accommodations at any point during the course should contact the Office 

of Disability Services in _____________________. The Office of Disability Services will 

work with you to determine any appropriate accommodations and will work with the 

instructor to ensure that all students have a fair opportunity to perform in this class. (The 

specific details of your disability will remain confidential between you and Disability 

Services, unless there is legitimate academic need for disclosure.) To get started, please 

contact __________ at __________ (ext. ____) or _____________________. 

 

Tutoring 

Individual or group tutoring to assist you in understanding the course material may be 

available through the Tutoring Services office in ______        _________. For more 

information, visit _________________                    ____. 

 

Writing Help 

At the Writing Center in ______        _________, peer consultants are available on a walk-

in basis to help you sharpen your work at any stage of the writing process. They will not do 

your work for you, but they can help you with a paper’s organization and clarity, help you 

avoid plagiarism, answer questions about grammar, and help you improve your editing and 

proofreading skills. A professional writing consultant is also available by appointment. For 

more information, visit _________________                            ____. 

 

Counseling 

Life can be complicated, and college can be particularly stressful. Fortunately, Marywood 

University provides an important resource: licensed counseling professionals (and 

supervised trainees) are available in the Counseling/Student Development Center. You 

should feel free to approach them for advice or help. The C/SDC is located in 

_________________                 and is normally open Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 

4:30 p.m.—but the staff may be available at other times by appointment. For more 

information, visit _____________________. 
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Plagiarism Avoidance 

As a college student, you have a responsibility to learn and uphold the ethical standards of 

American universities. One of the most important rules is about plagiarism, the “theft” of 

someone else’s writing. For basic guides to avoiding plagiarism in your written work, please 

visit www.plagiarism.org. The Writing Center can provide further guidance. 

 

 

 

Schedule 

 

(FMW—Forging the Modern World; SFWH—Sources for Frameworks of World History; CHH—Coal: 

A Human History) 

 

First Unit: Concepts and Inheritances 

 

Week 1—Introductions 

Tues.  8/29 Taking the Course 

Thurs. 8/31 Doing History 

 SFWH Introduction 

 Student Survey due 

 

Week 2—Early Modern Backgrounds 

Tues. 9/5 A Somewhat Familiar World  

 SFWH 15.2 (Zhang Han), 16.6 (Nzinga Mbemba), 18.1a (English Bill of Rights) 

 Syllabus Quiz  

 Last day to register 

Thurs. 9/7 Early Modern Power 

 FMW ch. 5 

 Homework 1  

 

Second Unit: Enlightenment and Revolution 

 

Week 3—New Ideas 

Tues. 9/12 The Scientific Revolution 

 SFWH 16.3c-d (Peter the Great), 17.5 (Francis Bacon) 

Thurs. 9/14 Thinking about Reason 

 SFWH 18.1b (John Locke) 

 Homework 2  
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Week 4—New Ways of Life 

Tues. 9/19 Communication 

 SFWH 16.4a-b (Tokugawa Iemitsu), 16.2 (Kangxi Emperor), 18.2a (Zenger Trial) 

Thurs. 9/21 Refinement 

 SFWH 16.3a-b (Peter the Great) 

 Homework 3  

 

Week 5—New Politics 

Tues. 9/26 Revolution in America and France 

 SFWH 18.2b (Declaration of Independence), 18.3a (Declaration of the Rights of 

Man), 18.3b (Declaration of the Rights of Woman) 

 Homework 4  

Thurs. 9/28 Revolutionary Echoes 

 FMW ch. 6 

 SFWH 18.4 (Toussaint Louverture), 20.4a (William Wordsworth), 20.4b (various) 

 Quiz 2  

 

Third Unit: Industrial Revolutions 

 

Week 6—Making Modern Britain 

Tues. 10/3 Industrial Backgrounds 

 Online document (Alexander Falconbridge); SFWH 17.4 (Olaudah Equiano); Slave 

Voyages database (http://www.slavevoyages.org/) 

Thurs. 10/5 The First Industrial Revolution 

 CHH chs. 1-4 

 SFWH 19.1 (James Watt) 

 Homework 5  

 

Week 7—International Power in the Steam Age 

Tues. 10/10 After the Revolutions 

 Last day to register to vote in Pa. for upcoming local elections 

Thurs. 10/12 Trade Wars 

 FMW ch. 7 

 

Week 8—Pennsylvania in the Age of Steam 

Tues. 10/17  

 Fall break 

Thurs. 10/19 Life with King Coal 

 CHH chs. 5-6; online documents (Benson Lossing and N. G. Parke) 

 Homework 6  
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Week 9—Capital and Labor Seeing Red 

Tues. 10/24 The Condition of England 

 SFWH 19.2 (Sadler Committee), 19.3 (Andrew Ure), 20.1 (Samuel Smiles)  

Thurs. 10/26 Revolutionaries 

 SFWH 19.4 (Marx and Engels), 20.2a (Women’s Rights Convention), 20.2b Sarah 

Stickney Ellis)  

 Homework 7  

 

Week 10—Connections and Conflicts of the Steam Age 

Tues. 10/31 Latin American Transformations 

Thurs. 11/2 Modernity in Russia and Japan 

 FMW ch. 8 

 SFWH 22.1 (Sakuma Shozan) 

 Quiz 3  

 

 Fr. 11/03: Last day to withdraw 

 

Fourth Unit: World Domination 

 

Week 11—Ideologies of Empire 

Tues. 11/7 Nationalism, Civilization, and Race 

 SFWH 20.3 (Heinrich von Treitschke), 21.2a (Jules Ferry), 21.2b (Rudyard 

Kipling), 21.3a (Rammohun Roy) 

 Election Day (Pa. municipal elections) 

Thurs. 11/9 The Case of the Congo 

 SFWH 21.4 (George Washington Williams)  

 Homework 8  

 

Week 12—Remapping the World 

Tues. 11/14 European Rivalries 

 SFWH 22.3 (Abdülmecid I), 22.4 (Sergei Witte) 

 Homework 9  

Thurs. 11/16 Empire in Asia 

 FMW ch. 9  

 SFWH 21.3b (Dadbhai Naoroji), 22.2 (Phan Thanh Gian) 

 Quiz 4  
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Fifth Unit: Affluence and Apocalypse 

 

Week 13—The Belle Époque 

Tues. 11/21 The Modern Age: Golden or Gilded? 

 SFWH 22.5 (Chulalongkorn), 22.6 (Henry Cabot Lodge) 

 Homework 10  

Thurs. 11/23  

 Thanksgiving Day 

 

Week 14—The Great War 

Tues. 11/28 Battle Lines 

Thurs. 11/30 The War to End All Wars 

 FMW ch. 10; SFWH 23.1a (Ernst Jünger), 23.1b (E. M. Remarque) 

 Quiz 5  

 

Week 15—Ways Forward 

Tues. 12/5 Modern Anxieties 

 CHH chs. 7-10; online document (T.B.D.) 

 Homework 11  

Thurs. 12/7 Conclusions and Review 

 

Finals Week 

T.B.A.  Final Exam 
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Student Survey 

 

Please detach, complete, and turn in this page by the end of the first week of classes. 

Provide only information you are comfortable giving. Your answers will be kept confidential. 

 

I have carefully read the entire syllabus for Roots of the Modern World, and I believe I 

understand the course requirements.  

 

Signature:  

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name: 

 

Nickname (if preferred):      Pronunciation (if helpful): 

 

Year: 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th other  Major: 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What do you think is the purpose of a college education? 

 

 

Why are you taking Roots of the Modern World? 

 

 

What do you hope to get out of Roots of the Modern World? 

 

 

Have you taken college history (or related) courses before? Which ones? 

 

 

Do you have any concerns about Roots of the Modern World or your ability to complete it? 

 

 

What kind of work do you want to do after college? 

 

 

Is there anything else you would like the professor to know about you or your circumstances? 

 


